
Requirements for Candidacy for Certification as a Certified Groundwater Professional
Applicants must have at least 12 months full-time employment in the groundwater industry and a 
bachelor’s degree in the geosciences or groundwater-related applied science.

To apply for entry in the Certified Groundwater Professional program, please complete the attached 
Application for Certification as a Groundwater Professional, including:

• Official transcripts for degrees earned

• A detailed description to accompany any questions on conduct performance, if applicable

• Three CGWP Applicant Reference forms completed by your professional references, to be returned
directly to NGWA

• Statement of intent (300 words), including the reasons why you wish to obtain the CGWP designation
and what you hope to achieve in doing so

• Application fee (of $200.00)

• Signed and notarized affidavit

• Completed form for reduction in core competency hours and supporting documentation, if applicable.

Once your application has been accepted, you will be notified of the minimum additional years of 
experience and core competencies required. Those accepted for candidacy will be required to report 
their progress toward completing these requirements to NGWA on an annual basis along with an annual 
$30.00 renewal fee, due December 31 each year beginning the first full year after being accepted. After all 
requirements have been met, a Statement of Professional Growth will be requested of the candidate for 
review by a panel of current CGWPs. The candidate will be notified of the outcome of the panel review and 
will either be designated a Certified Groundwater Professional or denied certification.

Further details regarding the professional experience requirements, core competencies, and application 
process can be found at www.NGWA.org/CGWP.

Application for Certification as a Groundwater Professional 
National Ground Water Association

Completed applications may be submitted via PDF to:
Mail: NGWA 601 Dempsey Road, Westerville, OH 43081
Fax: (614) 898-7786
Email: Certification@NGWA.org

http://www.NGWA.org/CGWP


1.  Full name: 
2.  NGWA ID (if applicable): 
3.  Company/organization:   
4.  Street address:    
5.  City, State/Province, Country, Zip/Postal code:   
6.  Telephone:             7. Fax:    
8.  Email:  
9.  Degrees earned (must submit copy of official transcripts)—a bachelor’s degree in a groundwater-related,  
     applied science is required to be eligible for certification.

Application for Certification as a Groundwater Professional 
National Ground Water Association

Degree level 
(Bachelor’s/Master’s/
Doctorate)

Institution Year Major

10.  Professional groundwater employment experience
       ❑ Between one and eight years of full-time professional experience
       ❑ Eight or more years of full-time professional experience

List full-time employment (40 hours/week) in the order of most recent first.  
Please attach a separate sheet if more space is needed.

Number of months/
years

Employer Address Title of position 
held

Description of 
responsibility

11. Current professional affiliations/memberships

Institution/Association Dates Membership/offices or 
certifications held



12. Conduct performance:
     a. Have you ever had any professional license, registration, or certification suspended or revoked?
       ❑ Yes  ❑ No
     b. Have you ever been convicted of a felony? ❑  Yes   ❑ No
     c. Have you ever pleaded nolo contendere to a felonious charge? ❑ Yes   ❑  No
     If the answer to any of the above is yes, please provide a detailed explanation.

13.  Three completed NGWA Certified Groundwater Professional candidate reference forms from three 
separate individuals must be submitted directly to NGWA by those individuals.

14.  Please attach a short statement (300 words) as to why you wish to obtain the Certified Groundwater 
Professional designation and what you hope to achieve in doing so. This will be maintained and compared 
with your final statement of professional growth to earn the CGWP designation.

I hereby certify that the above information is true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand 
that falsification of any certification documents shall be grounds for revocation of certification and will 
disqualify applicants for consideration. I also understand that application does not imply or guarantee 
certification and I am not certified until I receive such notice from the National Ground Water Association.

Full name Date

Signature

Application fee payment ($200.00 USD only)

Check/money order enclosed (payable to NGWA) #   

Credit card:        ❑  American Express   ❑  MasterCard   ❑  Visa   ❑ Discover

Company card? ❑  Yes ❑  No

Credit card number

Expiration date

CSV Printed name

Signature



In affixing my signature on this application, I warrant that all statements made herein and on any appended 
items are true and correct, and further, I affirm that I have read the Canons of Professional Practice of the 
National Ground Water Association, and that I subscribe to and will abide by them, and that any untrue 
or incorrect statement made by me in this application, or failure to abide by the Canons of Professional 
Practice, shall be sufficient grounds for suspension or revocation of my certification as may be determined 
by the Board of Directors.

I hereby state and agree to the following: 

1. That the certification as a Groundwater Professional by the Association is a private, voluntary certification 
process, on standards established and maintained solely at the discretion of the Association;

2. That the Standards of the Association may be modified at times or the certification and any program 
eliminated;

3. That by being certified by the Association, I am not in any way an agent or employee of the Association; 
that I will not represent, hold myself out, or imply anything to the contrary; and the Association does not 
(by certification or otherwise) endorse my skills;

4. That the Association, its officers, employees, agents, and members shall not be held liable for any claims, 
of any nature whatsoever, arising out of my certification, or the denial, suspension, or withdrawal of certi-
fication, and I agree to indemnify the Association, its officers, employees, agents, and members, and hold 
them harmless from any such loss, expense, or claims, including attorneys’ fees, arising out of any such 
damage or injury;

5. That any certification may be granted, denied, suspended, or revoked at the sole and absolute discretion 
and will of the Association, including the right of the Association to revoke with or without notice, 
and with or without cause (including, but not limited to, during any pending investigation, charges, or 
enforcement proceedings by any state or governmental agencies);

6. That the Association in its absolute discretion may provide me with an opportunity to be heard 
regarding any proceedings involving the suspension or loss of certification; however, there is no 
enforceable right to any due process or other procedural guarantees;

7. That nothing in the application, program, or certification constitutes a contract, expressed or implied, 
nor do any contractual or other rights arise thereby; and

8. That a non-refundable application fee uniformly required by the Association must accompany the 
application, renewal fees must be maintained as required, and no other fees will be charged to obtain 
certification.

Application for Certification as a 
Groundwater Professional Affidavit

Full name

Signature

Date

State or Province of County (U.S.) of    

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this day of 20

NOTARY PUBLIC

,



Persons who hold designation as a Certified Groundwater Professional 
under the National Ground Water Association shall:

1. Perform services only in the areas of their competence. 

2. Use their knowledge and skill for the enhancement of human welfare. 

3. Serve the public, their employers, and their clients honestly, objectively, and 
impartially. 

4. Avoid conflict of interest. 

5. Act as faithful agents or trustees in professional matters for each employer or 
client. 

6. Strive to uphold and enhance the honor, integrity, dignity, competence, and 
prestige of the groundwater profession. 

7. Maintain their competence through continuing professional development.

Canons of Professional Practice for a 
Groundwater Professional
National Ground Water Association



To earn the designation of CGWP, candidates must have either eight or more years of experience on the date 
of application—or—complete additional professional experience from the date of application. 

Please indicate which of the following applies:

Full name

Experience and Core Competency Requirements

❑  Eight or more years of full-time professional experience (no further professional experience is required 
for completion of application)

❑  Between one and eight years of full-time professional experience, and a:
❑ doctorate degree in a groundwater-related applied science—three additional years of full-time 

professional experience will be required from the date of application
❑ master’s degree in a groundwater-related applied science—four additional years of full-time 

professional experience will be required from the date of application
❑ bachelor’s degree in a groundwater-related applied science—five additional years of full-time 

professional experience will be required from the date of application

A diverse set of core competencies are required to complete the candidacy requirements for the CGWP. 
Credit may be given at the time of application for:
-Any coursework outside of curriculum toward a degree, completed within the previous eight years, may 
be counted toward these requirements. Please record any such activity for which you are requesting credit 
below in the competency area to which it relates. Attach supporting documentation. Hours of instruction do 
not include breaks.
-Advanced degrees in a groundwater related science (up to 20 hours for a related master’s and/or doctorate 
degree)
-Professional experience (for those with eight or more years of full-time professional experience, up to 20 
hours may be credited)

Groundwater hydrogeology and hydraulics

Groundwater Hydrogeology: The science relating to subsurface water and the interaction of surface and 
subsurface water with geologic materials.

Activities include: determine specific capacity; Darcy’s law; hydraulic properties of geologic materials and 
aquifers; calculate specific yield; determine groundwater gradients; determine effects of well interference; 
differentiate between mechanical and chemical dispersion; explain pore pressure; identification of 
groundwater occurrence in different rock types; explain influence of particle size, sorting, and morphology 
of sedimentary structures; analyze a standard pumping test; recognize principals of flow in isotropic and 
anisotropic aquifers; recognize forces influencing water in unsaturated and saturated conditions.

Groundwater Hydraulics: The engineering concept of the flow of groundwater or fluids in formations, 
rivers, and canals and machinery used to transmit or use it. 

Activities include: analysis of hydrographs; determination of velocity profile of a stream; determine if a 
stream is gaining or losing; determine baseflow; calculate flow; differentiate between laminar and turbulent 
flow; read and interpret groundwater and surface water maps; identify hydrologic properties of geologic 
environments; identify potential recharge areas; identify potential discharge areas; ready hydrologic maps; 
calculate manning equation/stream flow.



Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Groundwater geochemistry 

The study of the distribution and amounts of the chemical elements in minerals, ores, rocks, soils, water, 
and the atmosphere, and their circulation in nature, on the basis of the properties of their atoms and ions; 
also, the study of the distribution and abundance of isotopes, including problems of nuclear frequency and 
stability in the universe. A major concern of geochemistry is the synoptic evaluation of the abundance of the 
elements in the earth’s crust and in the major classes of rocks and minerals.

Activities include: explain effects of geologic material on water quality; interpret groundwater flow and base 
flow using surface water quality; determine basic parameters such as pH, dissolved oxygen, fate of nutrients, 
TMDL’s, MPN tests for bacteria; recognize microorganisms in the subsurface environment; demonstrate 
proper collection techniques for water, soil, and gas; differentiate among the various sampling methods; 
identify sampling tools.

Groundwater modeling 

Developing or working with a simplified model representing an approximation of a groundwater 
system, describing the essential features for which the model was developed and including 
assumptions pertinent to the system. May be derived from various methods such as computer, 
stereoscopic photographs, or by scaled experiments. 

Activities include: interpret aerial photographs; draw potentiometric surface maps; draw geologic 
maps and cross sections; draw basin divides.

Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Full name



Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Groundwater remediation
The study of the distribution and amounts of the chemical elements in minerals, ores, rocks, soils, water, 
and the atmosphere, and their circulation in nature, on the basis of the properties of their atoms and ions; 
also, the study of the distribution and abundance of isotopes, including problems of nuclear frequency and 
stability in the universe. A major concern of geochemistry is the synoptic evaluation of the abundance of the 
elements in the earth’s crust and in the major classes of rocks and minerals.

Activities include: explain effects of geologic material on water quality; interpret groundwater flow and base 
flow using surface water quality; determine basic parameters such as pH, dissolved oxygen, fate of nutrients, 
TMDL’s, MPN tests for bacteria; recognize microorganisms in the subsurface environment; demonstrate 
proper collection techniques for water, soil, and gas; differentiate among the various sampling methods; 
identify sampling tools.

Geology and geomorphology

Geology: The science of the structure, origin, history, and development of the materials of the earth 
and the history of the planet and its life forms since its origin.

Activities include: interpretations of geologic maps and cross sections; identification of geologic 
materials; differentiation of various aquifer types; soil classification; differentiation between faults, 
joints, fractures, and lineaments; description of soil and rock cores, drilling cores and cuttings; 
differentiate between and among the different types of geophysical methods: GPR, seismic, 
electrical, resistivity, and magnetometer; read an interpret down-hole geophysical logs.

Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Full name



Geomorphology: The study of the configuration of the earth’s surface, including the classification, 
description, nature, origin, and development of landforms and their relationship to underlying structures 
and the history of geologic changes as recorded by these structures.
 
Activities include: identification of geologic structures; identify landslides, karst features, and other 
geohazards; read an interpret topographical maps; interpret aerial photographs for structure and landforms; 
define and recognize surficial processes.

Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑ Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Full name

Course name Topic Dates Instructor/Sponsor Hours

❑Master’s   ❑ Ph.D.
❑Master’s   ❑Ph.D.
Professional experience 
(if applicable)

Total hours requested for credit 

Scientific writing and presentation (waived for those with 8+ years of experience) or Ethics
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